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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to our Morning Worship here at the Parish churches of
Coxley with Godney, Henton, and Wookey. Although we are
currently apart due to COVID-19 (Coronavirus) it is hoped that
following this liturgy knowing that others in the benefice will be
doing so at the same time might help provide a spiritual
connection between us.

It is suggested that alongside this liturgy you have ameans to listen
to the suggested hymnswhich have links to videos with lyrics within
this document. There is amixture of traditional hymns and
contemporary worship songs. If you do not know the tune thenwhy
not listen to the hymn/song andworship through reading the words alone.

The service is designed to used easily by one person. If there is
more than one person participating, either one can lead with
others joining in with the responses in bold OR everyone present
may join in with all the words.

The sections in red italics are rubrics: these explain what needs to
happen at various points.

Materials in this booklet are drawn from CommonWorship: Times and Seasons
which is copyright © The Archbishop's Council of the Church of England 2006;
New Patterns for Worship copyright © The Archbishop's Council of the Church
of England 2002. All Bible quotations are from the English Standard Version.
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MORNING WORSHIP
GREETING

Praise God! For even though we are apart the Lord is in our midst!
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him the glory.

CALL TO WORSHIP

The Lord is here!
His Spirit is with us!

Though we find ourselves isolated
in homes, apartments, and residential places,
we look out our windows and remember,
the heavens declare the glory of God,
all creation rejoices in our creator. Psalm 19:1

Though we cannot reach out and touch
our friends and neighbours,
we rejoice that Christ is in our midst,
he is with us always, until the end of the age! Matthew 28:20

Though we have to stand at a safe distance from others,
giving space to those who pass us by,
we recall we are all made in the image of God,
connected to one another,
connected to God. Genesis 1:27

HYMN: CHRIST OUR HOPE IN LIFE AND DEATH
Listen here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OibIi1rz7mw
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CONFESSION AND WORDS OF COMFORT

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world
and knows our every word and deed.
Let us then open ourselves to the Lord
and confess our sins in penitence and faith.

Father, we have sinned against heaven and against you.
We are not worthy to be called your children.
We turn to you again.
Have mercy on us,
bring us back to yourself as those who once were dead
but now have life through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A period of silent reflection follows

Hear the words of comfort, our Saviour Christ says to all who truly
turn to him:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life. John 3:16

COLLECT

Let us pray.

A period of silent prayer is kept.

Lord God,
your Son left the riches of heaven
and became poor for our sake:
when we prosper save us from pride,
when we are needy save us from despair,
that we may trust in you alone;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

HYMN: BLESSED ASSURANCE
Listen here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4pzveNsANw
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THE WORD OF GOD

Hear what God is saying to his people according to the gospel of Matthew.

14
13 Nowwhen Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a
boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds

heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he
went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on
them and healed their sick. 15 Nowwhen it was evening, the
disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the
day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and
buy food for themselves.” 16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away;
you give them something to eat.” 17 They said to him, “We have only
five loaves here and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to
me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and
taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and
said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And they all
ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the
broken pieces left over. 21 And those who ate were about five
thousandmen, besides women and children.



Ordinary Time6

A REFLECTION
By Revd Guy

The feedingof the 5,000 is, I imagine, a familiar passage formost of us.
A crowd gathers around Jesus out in a desolate place so their sick
family and friends can be healed by the son of God and Jesus duly
obliges. As the day draws to a close the disciples ask Jesus to “send
the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
But Jesusdoesn’t do as they ask, and instead tells thedisciples to feed
the crowd and the rest, as they say, is history. The crowd is fed and
satisfied and there’s 12 baskets full of leftovers! With a meal being
shared outside it seems a particularly apt passage to speak on today!

This is such a familiar passage that we often overlook the context of
these events. If we look back to the beginning of the chapter, we will
see that this event happens immediately after the death of John the
Baptist, a relative of Jesus and a friend of the disciples. It is this event
that I think makes that this passage even more appropriate for
today’s service because it happens immediately after the world of
Jesus and his disciples is shaken to its core.We have all been affected
by the events of the last fewmonths, we have had ourworlds shaken.
We will all have experienced loss in some way over these months,
whether it was the loss of a loved one, the loss of moments of shared
joy with friends, the loss of our livelihoods, or simply the loss of the
freedom that accompanied lock-down. Through the actions of Jesus
and his disciples, this passage speaks into our lives today as we seek
to find away forward as wemove out of this difficult time.

JESUS UNDERSTANDS & CAN HELP
John the Baptist was a fearless prophet who readied the people for
Jesus’ ministry, he was also a relative of Jesus, and so we can only
imagine how Jesus would have felt after he heard this devastating
news. The only thing we do know is how Jesus reacted to the news.
“When Jesus heard this (the news of John the Baptist’s death) he
withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself.” (Mt.
14:13). This is one of those verses where we are reminded that Jesus is
just as human as you or I because he reacts to this news in away that
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so many of us would have – wanting to be alone and away from the
rest of the world. We often forget that Jesus experienced life in the
sameway thatwe do and sowe often forget that God can relate to us
in our suffering. He has walked this earth, breathed our air, and
experienced loss just as we have. It is because of this life that he lived
here thatwe can turn to him in prayer confident that he understands
what we are going through.

But Jesus offers more than just understanding, he also is willing and
able to help. I don’t know about you, but if I had gone off to be by
myself, to be alone with my thoughts and reflect on a recent loss, I’d
be pretty annoyed if one person came up to me asking for
something, let alone awhole crowdnumberingover 5000! Thankfully
for us, Jesus is not like you orme or anyone else in theworld, because
although he is fully human, he is also fully God. As someone who is
fully God, Jesus is always ready to be there for us, to meet us
whenever we ask, he is not limited in the sameway that we you and I
are. Jesus is the embodiment of our all-powerful, all-loving God, and
so when the crowd came to him with their needs, he not only ‘had
compassion’ but also took action and ‘healed their sick’ (Mt. 14:14).
God is someonewhonot only understands us, but also has thepower
to help us.

Nowhere do we see this combination of the understanding and
action of God more clearly than in the incarnation, crucifixion, and
resurrection of God in Jesus Christ. God understands our need for a
saviour, our need to be saved from our sin and from death, and so
becomes human, and defeated the power of sin and death when he
died on the cross and rose from the dead. Because of God’s
understanding and power everyone who trusts in Christ is free from
sin and death and has the prospect of eternal life in heaven awaiting them.

So if you’re finding isolation too much to bear, bring your troubles to
Jesus, he understands and has the power to help; if your loved ones are
unwell, bring their needs before Jesus, he understands and has the
power to help; if you are so full of loss that you struggle to face the day
ahead, bring your loss before Jesus, heunderstands andhas thepower tohelp.
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GOD GIVES US POWER TO SERVE
But the story does not end there. Not only doesGod intervene to help
us himself, but he empowers us to be those who can help others too.

It is often overlooked inMatthew’s account of the feeding of the 5000
that Jesus asks the disciples to feed the crowd. All the disciples can
rustle up between them are 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish – hardly a
snackwhen it needs tobe shared among5000people! Yet Jesus, fully
aware of the situation in front of him, asks the disciples to “give them
something to eat.” You see although God is perfectly capable and
able to solve any and all problems by himself, (as we saw in Jesus
healing the sick), he also expects his people to be acting onhis behalf.
We see it here in his command to the disciples to feed the crowd but
we also see it at the end of Jesus’s ministry when he instructs us to
“go and make disciples of all nations” (Mt. 28:19-20) and in his
summary of the lawwhenhe calls us love our neighbours asmuch as
we love ourselves (Mt. 22:39). Jesus’ instruction to feed the crowd is
not just an isolated incident but is one example of how God expects
us to behave as his followers.

This can sound a daunting prospect – God is calling me to act on his
behalf, wemight ask ourselves, who am I to do such a task?! But God
does not leave us to do this by ourselves. Notewhat Jesus does in this
passage, he takes the offering from his disciples, blesses it, and then
gives it back to the disciples to share out (Mt. 14:18-19). God has
blessed us eachwith individual gifts that can be used to act on God’s
behalf. God might have blessed you with the gift of listening or
hospitality, perhaps he has blessed someone else with wealth or the
ability to cook, maybe he has blessed others with intellect or a sense
of humour. We all have gifts that God has given us, when we offer
them up in God’s service then he will bless that offering, return it to
us, and that will empower us to do things that by ourselves wemight
have thought impossible. Just look at thedisciples, Jesusblesses their
offering of bread and a miraculous feeding of 5000 people happens.
The same is true for us today; we can be themiracle that someone is
searching for. God can take the humblest of offerings and turn it into
somethingmiraculous.
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In fact, I have seen it with my own eyes, I have seen the work that
people all around this community have been doing during this
pandemic. In Wookey, Coxley, Henton and Wells we have seen
outpourings of generosity, of hospitality, of selfless giving and of so
many other acts of love and kindness that I cannot name them all.
Each of these actions will have made an impact on that person’s life,
some may have even thought it miraculous, and each of those
actions will have shown others the love God shows to all people
through the actions of his people. As lock-down eases, as our lives
return somewhat to how they were before COVID-19, let us not lose
that spirit of serving others, of being themiracle that people need.

I began my sermon this morning talking about this is a passage for
this time, but it is also a passage for every time. The truths we have
heard about God this morning, about his understanding and his
power are timeless truths that can encourage us not just today but
every day that is to come. So too is God’s call for us to act alongside
him. God’s compassion and power means that he is a God who will
support us and empower us aswe step out in faith asGod’switnesses
using the gifts he has given us, to meet the needs we see before us.
Let each of us here thismorning be someone’smiracle. Amen.

HYMN: BUILD YOUR KINGDOM HERE
Listen here

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcSWpVKKMcs


INTERCESSIONS
Use the silence to bring before God your own concerns around that topic.

Jesus, our exalted Lord, has been given all authority.
Let us seek his intercession that our prayers may be perfected
by his prayer.

Jesus Christ, great high priest,
living for ever to intercede for us,
pray for the Church and its leaders, your broken body in the world...

Silence is kept.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Jesus Christ, King of righteousness,
enthroned at the right hand of the majesty on high,
pray for the world and its leaders, and make it subject to your gentle rule...

Silence is kept.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Jesus Christ, Son of Man,
drawing humanity into the life of God,
pray for your sisters and brothers in need, distress, or sorrow...

Silence is kept.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Jesus, pioneer of our salvation,
bringing us to glory through your death and resurrection,
surround with your saints and angels
those who have died trusting your promises...

Silence is kept.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
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Jesus Christ, Lord over all things,
ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe,
pray for us who receive the gifts you give us for work in your service…

Silence is kept.

Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Jesus Christ,
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit
and in the bond of peace,
and bring the whole created order to worship at your feet;
for you are alive and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

HYMN: LORD FOR THE YEARS
Listen here

DISMISSAL

MorningWorship: 2 August 2020 11

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkTrFQLy6js
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God the Father,
who first loved us andmade us accepted in the beloved Son,
bless you.

God the Son,
who loved us and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
bless you.

God the Holy Spirit,
who sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts,
bless you.

The blessing of the one true God,
to whom be all love and all glory for time and for eternity,
come down upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.


