
ASCENSION DAY
Prayer Resources

Collect for Ascension Day

Grant, we pray, Almighty God,
that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ
to have ascended into heaven,
so we in heart and mind may also ascend,
and with him continually dwell;
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Scripture for Ascension Day
to inspire your prayers

Acts 1:1-11

1In the first book, O Theophilus, I
have dealt with all that Jesus began

to do and teach, 2 until the day when
he was taken up, after he had given
commands through the Holy Spirit to
the apostles whom he had chosen.
3 He presented himself alive to them
after his suffering bymany proofs,
appearing to them during forty days
and speaking about the kingdom of
God.

4 And while staying with them he
ordered them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said,
“you heard fromme; 5 for John
baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together,
they asked him, “Lord, will you at this
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7
He said to them, “It is not for you to
know times or seasons that the
Father has fixed by his own authority.
8 But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and
you will bemy witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
9 And when he had said these things,
as they were looking on, he was lifted
up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. 10 And while they were gazing
into heaven as he went, behold, two

men stood by them in white robes,
11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do
you stand looking into heaven? This
Jesus, who was taken up from you
into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Ephesians 1:15-end

15 For this reason, because I have
heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love toward all the saints, 16 I
do not cease to give thanks for you,
remembering you inmy prayers,
17 that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you the Spirit of wisdom and of
revelation in the knowledge of him,
18having the eyes of your hearts
enlightened, that youmay know
what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints,
19and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power toward us
who believe, according to the
working of his great might 20 that he
worked in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places,
21 far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in the one to
come. 22 And he put all things under
his feet and gave him as head over all
things to the church, 23which is his
body, the fullness of himwho fills all
in all.
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An expanded Lord’s Prayer
from co-Mission Network

Our father in heaven
thank you for Jesus in whom you
have adopted us as your beloved
children; help us remember that
sickness and death will never
separate us from your love, believe
you will be with us through whatever
lies ahead, and trust you are fully in
control and perfectly good.

Hallowed be your name
we pray this crisis will result in much
praise for you – that believers will be
strengthened in their faith and
unbelievers will recognise our human
frailty andmortality and turn from
sin to worship you;

Your kingdom come
until Jesus returns to rescue us from
this world of pain, as far as this virus
spreads, we pray your kingdomwill
grow further, in the hearts of people
of all nations finding in Jesus the
sure hope of resurrection into your
new creation, free from sickness,
suffering and death to enjoy you
forever;

Your will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven
Father, we rejoice in your sovereign
power; in your mercy, please end this
crisis soon, deliver us and all your
people through this crisis, andmay
your gracious plans to save the lost
be advanced by this season of
humbling;

Give us this day our daily bread
thank you for dedicated doctors,
nurses and other NHS staff, for our
government and its advisors - please
grant them the wisdom and
endurance they need; sustain us with
the daily bread of Christ crucified for
our sins, in the living bread of your
Word; reassure us when we’re
anxious, heal us when we’re sick,
strengthen us when wemust die,
comfort us in our bereavement, and
embolden us to share the gospel of
Jesus, the living bread we all need;

Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us
havemercy where we have
presumed upon our health, forgotten
our frailty, or neglected to thank you
for your daily care and protection;
forgive us because Christ died for our
sins, count us acceptable in his
perfect righteousness, and in the
light of your mercy, helps us show
mercy to all;

Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil
deliver us through this time of
testing – help us resist every
temptation to doubt your love; help
us stand firm in our faith against
Satan’s lies, knowing that all over the
world, your people are enduring the
same kind of trials;

For yours is thekingdom, thepower
and theglory, forever andever, Amen.

An Ascension Prayer
from New Saint Joseph Sunday Missal

Let us pray on this day of Ascension as we watch and wait for Jesus' return
Father in heaven,
our minds were prepared for the coming of your kingdom
when you took Christ beyond our sight
so that we might seek him in glory.
May we follow where he has led
and find our hope in his glory,
for he is Lord forever. Amen


